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Great Places will  

send two coaches 

to West Branch 
Many who live in West Branch already 

think of it as a great place. With some planfling 

fling and a little luck, the town could make 

that title official. 

West Branch was one of 145 places in 

Iowa to submit an invitation to The Iowa 

Department of Cultural Affairs to become a 

Great Place  through the Iowa Great 

Places initiative. The invitation was written 

by several local residents and business owners 

and officially signed and submitted by 

the City of West Branch. 

In the first part of the Great Places initiative, 

about 75 coaches from throughout 

state government are being dispatched in 

teams to all 145 places that submitted invitations. 

Coaches will work with the places 

throughout the summer to help them move 

their Great Place visions forward. 

Two coaches will make a two-hour visit 

to West Branch in early August. They will 

be Jerome Thompson from the State 

Historical Society and Diane Gallagher 

from the University of Iowa Office of 

Outreach. 

Throughout July and August, Great 

Places coaches will work with each place to 

help identify next steps and assess the 

places  readiness to present offers to theGreat 

Places Citizen Advisory Board to be 

considered one of the pilot Great Places. 

The board will select three pilots in early 

October. 

While many of the 145 invitations were 

sent by cities, the list includes parks, roads, 

parts of cities and even entire counties. 

Council Bluffs alone submitted six invitations 

for different entities within the city. 

Limestone Bluffs, represented by six 

counties, including Cedar County, submitted 

an invitation to Great Places, as did the 

Creative Comdor  of Cedar Rapids, 

Coralville and Iowa City. 

A list of Great Places invitations can be 

viewed at mJowagreatplaces.gov 

The West Branch residents and business 

owners who wrote the Great Places invitation 

were among the more than 1,000 people 

statewide who participated in Great 

Places forums. 

By Oct. 1, a citizen advisory council 

appointed by Vilsack will help select the 

three pilot Great Places. Negotiation of partnership 

agreements with those places will 

take place through the fall, with final agreements 

by Dec. 31. 

This is the first year of the Great Places 

program, which was introduced by 

Governor Tom Vilsack in January. 
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